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Two years ago, Liberians of all ages, tribes and religions gathered in palaver huts and school houses to articulate a shared vision of how this country could end conflict, sustain peace and promote prosperity.  This broad dialogue provided the basis for the Lift Liberia Poverty Reduction Strategy.  The United States Government made a commitment to honor that document and to honor the wishes of the Liberian people, and all our assistance is designed to address the PRS goals.  

Two years ago, as well, our Agency for International Development (USAID) embarked on a new phase in our partnership with the Liberian people by changing the way it does business.  At that time, following broad consultations with various Ministries, USAID established four Assistance Agreements with the Government of Liberia.  This new way of managing our support reflects a deepening partnership.  
  
Madam President, I am honored to announce that this year the United States Government, through the United States Agency for International Development, will provide nearly $164 million in assistance to support every single pillar of Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS).   This is $60 million more than USAID contributed in the previous fiscal year. Adding other US Government contributions of $55 million to develop and support the military and police forces, the total US government assistance package for this year alone totals more than $218 million dollars. This puts Liberia among the top countries who receive the larger shares of the total $9.6 billion dollars the US Government is providing in assistance to Africa for the 2009 fiscal year. 
 
Madam President, I want to commend you for your leadership in moving Liberia from devastation and despair to hope, stability, and economic growth.   Liberia has enjoyed six uninterrupted years of peace and security.  But if those advances are to be sustained, we cannot grow complacent.  

There can be no assurance of lasting peace unless people have jobs, dignity, and food on the table.  For this reason, the United States, through USAID, is committing almost $66 million this year to revitalize the Liberian economy.  We will work together to implement innovative projects to turn on the lights, bringing electric power to underserved rural areas as well as to Monrovia.  We will increase agricultural production and food security by introducing improved seed varieties, building farm-to-market roads, and boosting agricultural education.  And we will promote private enterprise and expand access to credit for ordinary men and women, farmers and entrepreneurs.    

However, even the best entrepreneur will find her hard-earned profits mean little if she does not enjoy good governance and the rule of law.  To paraphrase President Obama’s historic speech in Ghana, what Africa needs is not more strongmen, but strong institutions.   We will continue our work with the National Election Commission to prepare for the 2011 elections.  We will partner with the Senate and House of Representatives to train legislators and their staffs to respond to constituents’ needs and fulfill their role as fiscal watchdog.  We will support legal education and capacity building within the justice institutions.  We will enhance anti-corruption efforts.  We will launch a new initiative to boost the capacity of the media and civil society organizations to play an effective role in the democratic process.   And we will support a Land Commission that facilitates titling and investment, while mitigating the roots of so many land conflicts. 

In terms of good economic governance, I am proud that our support through GEMAP recently allowed several state-owned enterprises and government agencies to achieve financial management benchmarks and to no longer require co-signature by international GEMAP comptrollers. To consolidate and ensure the sustainability of the gains in fiscal management and increased revenues, this year, we will devote our resources to monitor the GEMAP transition and to continue technical assistance and capacity-building at the “graduating” enterprises and agencies we support.

Madam President, we will also work with your Ministries of Education and Health to support your efforts to provide all citizens access to quality education and healthcare.  USAID will commit up to $57 million to assist the Government of Liberia’s efforts to deliver basic services to all Liberians.  We are working closely with the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare to deliver health services at 108 clinics in seven counties, reducing malaria and infant and maternal mortality and preparing health workers to serve their communities.  Together, we will continue to support teacher training and will empower youth with skills that will help them enter the work force.  And we will establish Centers of Excellence in agriculture and engineering so that Liberia’s universities can provide the skills that will be needed in a growing economy.

Of course, none of these goals will be of lasting value without lasting peace and security throughout Liberia.  For that reason, through programs managed by the Department of State and the United States Africa Command, we will continue to support Liberia’s military and police force.  The goal we share with you is the creation of security forces that well trained and well equipped, and they must recognize their obligations in the service of this country’s people and their democratically-elected government.  This year the United States government will provide $55 million to train and equip the Armed Forces of Liberia, to mentor the Liberia National Police, to develop the Liberian Coast Guard.  Our shared goal is to prepare these agencies to maintain internal security and regional peace, and to do so with respect for the rights of the Liberian people. 

Madam President, the Liberian people have created their own roadmap, one that is wise and ambitious and certain to restore a proud nation.  My government and the American people are proud to walk with Liberia on this journey, to be your partner, your friend, and to work with you to realize the full potential of Liberia and its people. In fact, over 4,000 Liberians are employed by our Mission and our implementing partners in the achievement of this vast agenda. As we work together to implement these Assistance Agreements, I am confident that we will make great progress in achieving the goals of the PRS, and in Lifting Liberia.

Thank you.
