STATEMENT BY H.E. AMBASSADOR DONALD BOOTH 

January 25, 2008

Buchanan Administration Building Opening, Grand Bassa County

Check against delivery
- Pleased to participate in this historic re-dedication of the newly renovated Grand Bassa County Administration Building.

-Buchanan Administrative Building is one of five county administration buildings

being rehabilitated with U.S. funding.  The United States had previously funded the renovation of five other county administration buildings.  In fact it was about a year and a half ago that I joined President Sirleaf in dedicating the county administration building in Zwedru.  
- For those of you who know Superintendent Cassell, it should come as no surprise that Grand Bassa is the first of the current five administration buildings to be renovated.  She has indeed worked hard to ensure Grand Bassa would be first.  
- Other county administration buildings under rehabilitation with U.S. funding through USAID’s Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) are in Lofa, Bomi, Sinoe and Maryland. Total value of all five renovation projects is approximately $1.2 million.
 Partnership in the project

-During the course of the six month rehabilitation work, a total of 67 Liberians were employed

-Rehabilitation works were done by a Liberian owned construction company Triple “W”.

-Architecture design and supervision was carried out also by a Liberian firm called Architectural Consultant Company (ACC).

-Although the American people provided the funding for this renovation project, the work was done by Liberians.  Indeed, the people of Grand Bassa County should be proud of what their skilled workers have done.
Building represents much more than “bricks and mortar”.

- The rehabilitation of this structure is a major step forward in the decentralization of government activities to the counties. In the past, most government ministries and agencies were unable to establish a visible presence in some counties due to the lack of infrastructure. This facility allows government to be closer to the people it serves.

-This Administration Building will serve as the “nerve center” of local government. This building is going to house the local offices of the Ministries of Internal Affairs, Labor, Finance, Lands, Mines & Energy, as well as the Bureau of Immigration & Naturalization and the Magistrate and Traffic courts, and the Central Bank.  It might even accommodate some of the county’s legislators, and a media center.
-What matters most is how the facility is put to use. Now the challenge is for local government agencies and officials to interact with the citizens in the exercise of participatory governance; to carry out their responsibilities to advance common goals of reviving judicial, economic, and social services.  It is important that the emphasis in public service be on service, service to the people of Grand Bassa County. 
-Taking ownership of this building is taking ownership of the administrative and governance process that is to occur within it. It is about the people of the County taking ownership of their government through civic participation. It is about local officials, administrators, and all functionaries working in this building, restoring public faith and confidence in government.
-The United States is pleased to have served as a catalyst for that process through the handover of this building and through all its support nationwide in Liberia to help ensure that peace and security are here to stay, so that Liberians can confidently build a better future for themselves and their children. 

- Thank you for the privilege of joining you here today.
