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Honorable Ministers, Ambassadors and Distinguished Guests

 It is a great pleasure to participate in the launch of the county development agendas which are elemental to achieving the country strategy to reduce poverty and “Lift Liberia”.

I must commend the Government of Liberia for reaching out to the Counties and facilitating a participatory process so crucial to the successful development and implementation of any Poverty Reduction Strategy and to aid effectiveness. 

I want to especially commend all those citizens who engaged in the process with the representatives of the government, national and county officials, to voice their concerns, opinions, and dreams for rebuilding their communities and their counties. Strong, independent civil society participation is critical to achieving development that lasts long into the future. Democracy is not just about elections; it is an ongoing process between elections. The nationwide consultations on Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy exemplify participatory democracy.

I am particularly proud that support from the American people through USAID and collaboration with our partners at UNMIL has resulted in the near completion of 15 County Administration Buildings, allowing the government to bring services closer to the people and allowing people to more easily exercise their right to engage with their government.

The donor partners represented here today are committed to aligning their support with the pillars of the Poverty Reduction Strategy and to working closely with the government of Liberia and among ourselves to provide assistance in the most effective ways by practicing transparency, upholding mutual accountability, and managing for results. 

In the spirit of today’s launch of the county development agendas, I would like to place special emphasis on the importance of broadening our partnerships to improve aid effectiveness and enhance the prospects for reducing poverty by:

· Ensuring that aid is more effectively allocated and managed on a country level and consistently reported on to representatives of the people and to the public in general;

· Expanding the reach of development partnerships to have increasing involvement of the private sector which is the engine of economic growth, no matter how big or small, on any level-- community, county, or country. 

· Strengthening the voice of all segments of society and partners in the Poverty Reduction process and promoting the local leadership capacity and people’s ownership that will be instrumental in moving the process forward.

On behalf of the American people, USAID is working with Liberians in every county, and right here in Montserrado County, to provide opportunities for every Liberian in every sector through support for peace and security, good democratic and economic governance, education and health, food production and natural resource management, job training and micro-enterprise development, and infrastructure and energy. 

I encourage every Liberian to seize the opportunity that the international aid provides.  Government cannot do it all; donors cannot do it all; but all together you and we can make the most of this historic opportunity in Liberia to make every county’s development agenda a reality in the years to come.

Thank you.

