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PROTOCOL:

Madam President, Ms. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf

Minister of Education, Dr. Joseph Korto

Zorzor County Superintendent, Hon. Galakpai Kortimai 
Director of ZRTTI, Mr. Johnson Beyan
Peace Corps Liberia Director, Ms. Lucianne Phillips

Members of the Lofa Legislative Caucus
Distinguished County officials, chiefs and elders, Ladies and Gentlemen of Lofa County:
It gives me great pleasure to join President Sirleaf and all of you to celebrate another accomplishment of the US and Liberia’s partnership in education by marking the re-opening of the Zorzor Rural Teacher Training Institute (ZRTTI)  Liberia’s first teacher training institute, and jointly managed by the Government of Liberia and Tuskegee University, one of America’s top Historically-Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU).
US support to ZRTTI mirrors the support given to the Rural Teacher Training Institute at Kakata (KRTTI) and consists of two phases: First, rehabilitation and renovation through USAID’s Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP); Second, teacher and administrative training through USAID’s Liberia Teacher Training Program(LTTP). I also note with pride that Volunteers of the newly arrived Peace Corps Response team are on the ground adding additional support to the Institutes in Zorzor and Kakata.

The rehabilitation and renovation of ZRTTI means that a new cohort of 310 Liberian men and women will graduate from here in the coming months and join 345 graduates from the Kakata program to replenish the depleted ranks of Liberia’s teachers and raise the standards of teaching. And another 592 in-service teachers also will benefit from training at both institutes this year. The support from the Liberia Teacher Training Program (LTTP) will not only raise technical skills but also, and perhaps most importantly, instill self-confidence, professional pride, and diligence in every trainee. The real challenge of teaching is to inspire hope and motivate achievement in a new generation of Liberians. 
I am pleased to note that a Liberian architectural design firm and four Liberian construction companies worked on the reconstruction of ZRTTI and 155 jobs were created in the process.  Over half the structures on the campus have been renovated including all of the administration and academic buildings, four large dormitories and staff housing, as well as 19 classrooms. Electricity and water supply have been substantially restored. Three generators and two steel water towers and reservoirs have been installed. Sixteen solar-powered security lights will soon be installed around the campus.
Now it is up to the Ministry of Education, with cooperation from the people of Zorzor and Lofa County, to ensure this infrastructure investment of $2.5 million USD is well-managed, maintained, and secured. This partnership in education is like every partnership in which each partner has a commitment to keep; partnership means sharing in the responsibilities as well as the rewards. 
Liberia is a nation of young people and that means education and training is the bedrock of Liberia’s future prosperity and stability. Education, and particularly girls education, is not a luxury, it is essential to progress. It is a priority for this government, for US foreign assistance, and an expressed need of the people, as clearly stated in the county development agendas for the poverty reduction strategy.

Therefore, it is my great pleasure to hand over the Zorzor Rural Teacher Training Institute to President Sirleaf and extend my best wishes for the success of all those who teach, study, and work here.
