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I am pleased to be here today to participate in the opening of the James A. A. Pierre Judicial Institute.  The U.S. Government is supporting the Liberian government’s decision to establish a judicial institute that will provide mandatory orientation, in-service and certification training for all judicial personnel.  In doing so, we endorse the Judiciary’s decision to make a vigorous effort to increase the capacity of magistrates and judges who are the first points of contact with the public.  

U.S. Government support for establishing the Judicial Institute complements the work of our other rule of law implementing partners, all of which were represented on the Judicial Institute Steering Committee. I applaud all members of the Steering Committee for their hard work to make today a reality.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate the new Board of Directors for the Judicial Institute, and assure you that the US will continue to do all it can to make the Judicial Institute a success.

The workshop that follows this ceremony is just the first example of the cooperation between the Liberian judiciary and its partners.  Organized by ILAC and JSSL and partly funded by the U.S. Government, this initiative has brought a sitting U.S. District Court judge and two other judicial experts from the United States to assist our local experts in presenting seminars to their Liberian counterparts.  Our assistance to the Judicial Institute will continue in a more structured way, as USAID and the American Bar Association have entered into an agreement to assist in the development of the Judicial Institute.  ABA will identify an expert to work with the Judicial Institute board and spearhead the planning process. This expert, once selected, will be able to draw from ABA’s previous expertise in establishing judicial training institutes on other countries.  

The U.S. Government is providing support to the Liberian government’s priorities for justice sector reform in many other ways.  USAID and State Department managed programs are enhancing access to justice by the provision of legal aid, establishment of a Monrovia-based public defender program, victim assistance centers and material support to enable improved functioning of courts.  The quality of justice is being incrementally improved by technical assistance to the Ministry of Justice, ad hoc training of justice sector personnel, as well as training in alternative dispute resolution via mediation.  The Department of Justice has recently assigned a Resident Legal Advisor to the Embassy to assist the Liberian government in building legal mechanisms to attack corruption.
Equal access to justice remains an elusive goal for the majority of Liberians.  The enhancement of access and quality of justice is critical to ensuring Liberia’s continued democratic transition.  A functioning justice system, at both the formal and customary levels, will ensure citizen and investor confidence, and ultimately political inclusion.  Enhancing respect for the rule of law will reduce the incidence of mob violence by citizens and foster economic growth as citizens and investors are assured of timely and fair adjudication of disputes.  The creation of this Judicial Institute is one step in realizing the goal of equal access to justice, to sustain peace and development in Liberia. 
