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On Friday, July 23rd, USAID and the Presidential Initiative on Malaria (PMI) donated over 480,000

mosquito bednets to the Liberian Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MoHSW) to aid the Government's

efforts in the fight against malaria. Mission Director Pam White and Acting Health Team Leader Gary Merritt

represented USAID at the handover ceremony while the Government of Liberia was represented by the

Head of the National Malaria Control Program, Mr. Joel Jones.

Malaria remains the predominant cause of sickness and death in Liberia, accounting for about 38% of

all hospital visits by patients, and approximately one in every three children living in Liberia has been infected

with malaria. Mosquito nets are widely viewed among experts as the single most effective method available to

combat malaria, and because of this USAID and PMI have focused resources on ensuring that Liberia has a

high rate of bednet ownership and use. To date USAID/PMI have donated over 1 mil l ion bednets to the

Liberian people, and are focusing efforts to ensure the nets are being used as part of a multi-pronged

approach along with Indoor Residual Spraying and ACT drugs throughout Liberia. USAID/PMI provided

approximately 31 % of the ACT required in Liberia during 2008, and is

A busy month in the education sector began on July 3rd, when the

Kakata Rural Teacher Training Institute (KRTTI) proudly graduated it's

second cohort of students from the Institute’s pre-service training program.

Shoes were shone and nails painted as the 258 students prepared for the

ceremony that would culminate their 1 0-month residential training program

with the issuance of their C Certificate. The C Certificate is the minimum

level of certification accepted by the Government of Liberia for a primary

school teacher, and is usually the entry point into a teaching career in Liberia.

The pre-service training program is a part of USAID’s Liberian Teacher

Training Program (LTTP) that works to address the shortage of teachers in

Liberia through pre-service and in-service training, as well as training for

Ministry of Education officials and administrators. Pre-service training is for

individuals who are not currently employed as teachers, and requires the

students to live on the RTTI campus for the duration of the 1 0 month

program.

USAID Liberia’s Modupe Broderick, the Acting Supervisory Program

Officer, was invited to be the guest speaker at the graduation ceremony on

July 3rd, and got to see the emotion first hand.

“Standing up there [at the speaker’s podium] , the sense of proud

achievement was clearly visible on the faces of the graduates” said Modupe.

Just one week later, on July 1 0th, the Zorzor RTTI graduated their

second cohort of pre-service teachers adding another
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White, before jokingly warning "I

am coming out and going to visit

houses to see whether you are

using them or not!"

Mission Director White went

on to say that overcoming this

problem wil l require the

establishing of a net-using culture in

Liberia, and this would require

education, information, and a

holistic approach from chiefs,

opinion leaders, civil society

organizations, the media, etc...
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254 certified teachers to

the education sector.

The RTTIs were built during the 1 960s,

went dormant during Liberia's civil war, and only

resumed training of teachers in 2008 when USAID

developed the Liberian

Teacher Training Program

(LTTP). The five year

program was aimed at

improving the quality of

education in Liberia by

focusing on the skil ls and

capacity of professionals in

the education sector. Now in

it's second five year phase,

LTTP stil l maintains a focus

on teacher training. In June

2009 the first post-war class

of trainees graduated from the

RTTIs, making them the first graduates in 20 years.

On July 31 st the RTTIs were back in action,

graduating the 3rd cohort of In-Service trainee

teachers. The In-Service program is for current

teachers and only requires them to reside on the

RTTI campus for a few months during the summer

months. For the rest of the 1 2 month program, the

teachers return to their schools and resume

teaching, and attend weekend workshops to work

with trainers. This approach allows the education

of Liberia's youth to progress uninterrupted while

the certification of teachers continues.

Between the two RTTIs, 632 teachers

graduated on July 31 st, bringing the total number of

teachers trained through the

LTTP to 2,466 since 2008.

The graduations

provide much needed

support to a sector

desperately in need. The

years of confl ict severely

disrupted the sector, and

today those years of

disruption manifest

themselves in the over

20,000 teachers who are not

properly qualified, out of a

total of approximately 38,000

teachers nationwide, according to the

Government’s Director-General of the National

Commission on Higher Education.

With one third of Liberia’s population

under the age of 1 0 and a ful l half (52%) of the

population under the age of 1 9, the need for a

qualified and successful education services sector is

enormous if the country is to continue progressing

down the path to recovery.

Modupe Broderick congratulates a graduate of the

Pre-Service training program

expected to provide approximately

41 % by the end of this year.

In her remarks during the

ceremony, Mission Director White

pointed to the low use of mosquito

bednets as a persistent problem in

Liberia and implored Liberians to

use the nets that are being given to

them for the right purposes.

"Especial ly women, you are

in charge here, you sleep under

those bed nets, you are the ones

that need to be protected, you and

your children" said Mission Director
Mission Director White and National

Malaria Control representatives
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USAID handsover 310,000 textbooks, 1 5 laptops to Ministry of Education
In a recent ceremony at the Ministry of Education book warehouse in Monrovia, USAID handed over more

than 31 0,000 textbooks, through the Core Educational Skil ls for Liberian Youth (CESLY) to the Ministry of Education

(MoE). The textbooks, covering English, Math, Science, and Agriculture, wil l be used by government primary and

junior high schools throughout Liberia.

The MoE approached USAID over a year ago with a request

to help provide Liberian students with the textbooks they need in

school. So USAID set about procuring them, at a cost of

approximately $1 .5 mil l ion. The textbooks have been printed by the

Pearson and Longman Publishing House of Ghana and the Evans

Publishing House of Sierra Leone, and wil l be distributed to grades

1 , 7, 8 and 9.

Grade 1 wil l receive both English and Math Books while

Grades 7, 8 and 9 wil l get textbooks for English, Math, Science, and

Agriculture. Also included in this package are teacher’s guides which

wil l help teachers teach from these books properly. The

procurement and distribution of these textbooks wil l be carried out

by the Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) of Liberia, in

partnership with the CESLY project, and wil l conceivably provide

every student in those

grades nation-wide with their own textbooks.

USAID Liberia Mission Director Pam White spoke at the handover

ceremony, and pointed to the huge progress being made in the Liberian

Education sector, saying "just a few years ago, guess how many new

textbooks were being given to students? Zero. And guess how many

teachers were graduating from the Rural Teacher Training Institutes?

Zero!”, referring to the graduation of 290 teachers from the Kakata Rural

Teacher Training Institute over the weekend. She went on to add that

those who complain that there is not enough progress in Liberia must have

“their eyes shut and their ears closed” as the partnership between USAID

and the MoE is resulting in real investments in Liberians and their future.

USAID also financed training of teachers, conducted during July

201 0, on how to make use of these books.

During the event 1 5 laptops were also handed over to the MoE by

USAID, through the USAID FORECAST project, for use by County

Education Officers. These are in addition to 1 2 laptops that have previously

been handed over to the MoE following training courses conducted through

the FORECAST project.

Key personalities who attended the Ceremony and addressed the invitees included the Minister of Education,

E. Othello Gongar and USAID’s Mission Director, Pam White.

CESLY’s Program Director, Martin Schulman; and YMCA’s National Secretary, Edward Gboe also addressed

the gathering who were then led on a tour of the warehouse by Mabel Kear of the YMCA to see how the books were

being stored and packed for distribution.

Mission Director White and Minister

Gongar take a tour of the warehouse.

USAID Liberia Education Team leader Julia Richards,

Minister Gongar, Deputy Minister Kpangbai, and

Rebecca Cusic from FORECAST display a donated

laptop



In 2009 four Liberians put their

steady careers at the Ministry of Health and

Social Welfare (MoHSW) on hold, said

goodbye to family and friends, and left for

foreign lands to take advantage of a study

opportunity offered to them through

USAID's FORECAST project.

In June 201 0 the four students

returned, freshly graduated from Master's

degree programs and armed with new

knowledge that wil l help them advance

Liberia's progress in the Health sector. Last

month three of the students sat down to

talk to USAID Liberia Education Team

Leader Jul ia Richards about their

experiences.

All four students, Mr. Justin

Korvayan, Mr. Dominic Togba, Dr. Cuallau Jabbeh-Howe, and Dr. Garfee Will iams, applied for the chance to

further their studies through the MoHSW who selected candidates to submit to USAID's FORECAST

project. Once the candidates were chosen, FORECAST set about enroll ing them in university programs.

The four students were sent to two separate universities; Mr. Korvayan and Mr. Togba went to

Bangkok, Thailand to study at Chulalonghorn University, while Drs. Jabbeh-Howe and Will iams went to

Antwerp, Belgium to study at the Prince Leopold Institute of Tropical Medicine.

The students left behind good jobs; the doctors were County Health Officers and the other two

worked in finance for the MoHSW, all in search of their Master's degrees. It was only because of the support

offered by the MoHSW that the students could go at al l as their jobs with the Ministry were held for them

until they returned from the year long academic sabbatical .

Moving to a foreign country with an alien culture is chanllenging, and all the students reported some

difficulties.

In a report written shortly after his return, Togba wrote that the earliest challenge the students had

to overcome was the Thai cuisine which they really didn't l ike.

Korvayan agreed that the food wasn't appealing, but also pointed to the language barrier as a hurdle

to overcome, saying "even though the courses were taught in English, some of the professors were hard to

understand."

In the end, the two students in Thailand faced some of the biggest challenges when the red-shirt

protests shut down Bangkok and started the slow spiral into violence.

"At first the red shirts weren't a problem. We could freely move about among them to get to class

and around Bangkok," said Korvayan, before continuing "but by the end [May 1 4th - 26th] it was all gunfire.

We couldn't even get to the ATM to draw our money."

Korvayan went on to describe how the scenes were very reminiscent of the confl ict he had

witnessed in Liberia. In the end, the students graduated just a few weeks late and managed to leave Bangkok

just a few hours before it exploded into all-out confl ict.

For Doctors Jabbeh-Howe and Will iams, the earliest challenge was the
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FORECAST students return from overseas Master's degree programs

Three of the four FORECAST students

From left to right: Dr. Jabbeh-Howe, Dr. Williams, Mr. Korvayan

cont. on page 5...
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cold Belgian weather but in the end all the students l isted the intensity of the

course as one of the most persistent challenges they were faced with.

To be able to graduate quickly, and return the students to their jobs, the 1 8 month course is

compressed into just 1 1 months. This led to heightened stress levels among the accelerated course students,

and few breaks.

"We were in school on Christmas eve, and New Year's eve!" exclaimed Korvayan when asked about

the intensity of the course.

Dr. Will iams agreed, and mentioned that some of the other students from around the world didn't

cope so well with the stress.

All four students graduated with good grades, and bring back to Liberia an appreciation for parts of

the medical systems in the countries they studied in, as well as ideas on how to improve the medical system

in Liberia.

"[A successful medical system] hinges around community participation. People need to make decisions

about what services wil l look like. The medical system must be more responsive to people's needs." said Dr.

Will iams when asked what the biggest take away from the program was.

Dr. Howe had a different response: "Services rendered in facil ities should be continuous. Currently

there isn't enough follow-up. Because we're overburdened we don't take time to find out how else we can

help them. That kind of care wil l also encourage people to come back for follow-up visits."

Now that they have returned the graduates wil l meet with their respective employers, and the

FORECAST administrators, to decide on the best way to apply their new, advanced knowledge and skil ls to

Liberia's Health sector. Through the FORECAST program, there are another 30+ students enrolled in

overseas Master's programs.

FORECAST is a USAID program aimed at building the capacity of mid-level professionals throughout

Liberia to fil l institutional performance gaps that exist in post-confl ict Liberia, and at increasing the

effectiveness of targeted Government ministries, public institutions, NGOs and other partner institutions.

FORECAST students

USAID Liberia launches Social Media Campaign

USAID Liberia has launched a Social Media Communications

Campaign with the aim of better informing the Liberian diaspora and

other internet users about the progress USAID is contributing to on

the ground in Liberia.

Starting with the launch of a modest Facebook page, the

campaign wil l gradually gather momentum as more and more

content is added to the existing media, new connections are made

with individuals and groups interested in the future of Liberia, and

new media channels are used.

USAID Liberia plans to make use of Twitter, Youtube, Fl ickr,

Picasa, and other communication tools as the campaign grows.

To join the campaign today, login to Facebook, search for

USAID/Liberia, and become a fan! You wil l receive regular updates

about development in Liberia, and have access to our calendar of

events, photo galleries, and more.
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