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It is such a pleasure to be here today

and participate in the commencement ceremony

for the newest addition

to Liberia’s core of teachers.

This isn’t just any commencement-- 
the last pre-service commencement 

held here on these grounds

was in 1989, 20 years ago.
The United States is proud

to partner with the Ministry of Education

to rebuild this campus

to develop a modernized training curriculum

and to train the teacher-trainers

that will ensure over time
that every Liberian child
has a chance to be educated.

This collaboration
between the United States and Liberian Governments

aims to lay the foundation
for future teacher education system growth
that will serve the country’s needs
for generations to come.
It is important to stress

that through it all the Ministry of Education

is the driving force
behind the vision for education in Liberia

and specifically

in the teacher training curriculum at this institute.
The Ministry of Education

led the march to develop and 

had final approval
of the national standards for teachers
across the country.

They have implemented a system for
a standards-based curriculum
and framework that guides primary education
and grants teachers a C-Certificate
for both pre-service and in-service teachers.
With the support of the Liberian Teacher Training 

Program, the Ministry has developed
a trained teacher training corps
responsible for managing
the rural teacher training institutes,
and developing staffing plans,
job descriptions, and procedures for hiring 

strong trainers and support staff.
The United States provided technical support

aimed to develop in-staff competency in areas such as

academic calendar scheduling and planning

staffing and payroll, procurement and logistics,

policy handbooks,

and the introduction of new technology
to improve both administration and teaching.
You, the teachers sitting before me today,

are the face of Liberia’s future.

1/3 of Liberia’s population

is under the age of 10.

52% are minors (19 and under).

62% are under 24 years of age.
This means the majority of the population
is looking to you for guidance.

What they learn and how they learn it

will do more
to shape Liberia’s future 

than any other investment made in Liberia.

One of my high school teachers described
in a news editorial how proud he was

to have been my teacher.  

he noted that teachers teach the future

lawyers, doctors, maids, construction worker, 

criminals and Ambassadors.

When you leave here today

and walk into your first classroom

the students before you could be the next

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf,
Barack Obama, whose father was African

or the next war lord

they could also be the next nobel peace

prize winner or next successful farmer.

They could become teachers like you molding 

the next generation

but whatever they become, we want them to be

Leaders – Leaders
leaders, who lead for good,
who contribute to their communities

Because they have been mentored and taught

By you – the first class of teachers 
to graduate from the new

KTTI!

Congratulations to you

for what you have achieved

and for what you will 

achieve as you go out to your communities

to help rebuild and LIFT Liberia!
Background:
A part of the graduation requirement of this Pre-service “C” Certificate program, participants must go through a continuous assessment process including pretests and posttests, portfolio development, clinical field experience, supervision, a comprehensive examination and a passing score of a Basic Skills test.  This is truly a rigorous training program that all Liberians take great pride in.
The 456 pre-service graduates from both KRTTI and ZRTTI will join the 916 teachers who have already benefited or will complete their in-service training in a comparable field-based certificate program operating in 6 counties that is being implemented by LTTP through USAID support. Over the past two years this education investment made by the American people has trained over 1,300 teachers within the Republic of Liberia.
With this broad foundation the Ministry of Education and the country of Liberia are well positioned to meet the ever increasing demands of education for the foreseeable future.

Future Steps and Challenges:
· Open up WRTTI as soon as possible to expand training opportunities to teachers in the Southeast
· Regularize National Payroll to ensure smooth transition for graduates to enter into the education system and be deployed to the schools and counties with the greatest need for well trained teachers.
· Work to increase the overall management capacity of all the training institutes in order to fully meet the output demand of your education system

· Use technology and data management systems to make informed choices about training needs, recruitment, deployment and resources necessary to support system

· With the strong level of  USAID support being made currently available, take advantage of this opportunity to train and build capacity of MOE personnel to manage training system in total with efficiency and transparency the overall goal
Highlights


Today marks the first graduating class from KRTTI since 1989 – 


20 years ago.


235 teachers 


graduate today from KRTTI.


Next week ZRTTI (Zorzor) graduates 221 teachers from the pre-service program


KRTTI and WRTTI have been combined this year until Webbo is available to operate next year.








