STATEMENT BY U.S. AMBASSADOR DONALD BOOTH

DEDICATION OF THE KAKATA RURAL TEACHER TRAINING INSTITUTE (KRTTI)

APRIL 8, 2008

Madam President

Minister of Education Korto

Margibi County Superintendent Piah
Director of KRITTI, Mr. John Sellu

Members of the Legislature

Ladies and Gentlemen of Margibi County,

During President Bush’s state visit to Liberia in February, he and President Sirleaf capped the historic day with a celebration of the U.S. - Liberian partnership in education. Today’s opening of the Kakata Rural Teacher Training Institute is yet another outcome of that partnership and cause for celebration. And I am pleased to say the Zorzor Rural Teacher Training Institute in Lofa County will be ready to reopen next month.

This newly renovated teacher training institute will shortly open its doors to 400 Liberian teachers who will acquire here the knowledge and teaching skills they will take to eager Liberia students who have long missed a proper education.  Education is the key that will lock out renewed conflict and open the door to a peaceful and prosperous future. It is the key that will give Liberia’s youth hope.  And it is the foundation needed for democracy – government of the people, by the people and for the people – to flourish.

Renovation of the buildings here is not the end of the United States’ engagement at KRTTI.  USAID’s Liberia Teacher Training Program will begin orientation and training of the KRTTI faculty and staff next month and start-up courses for primary school teachers based on the recently established Ministry of Education teaching standards will begin in August.  I am very pleased to announce that Peace Corps volunteers will be joining the faculty here as well.  Today we have with us in the audience the first Peace Corps Director in Liberia since 1990.

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight a few facts about the renovation of this training institute.  First, this was a project executed by Liberians.  A Liberian architectural design firm and three Liberian construction companies worked on the reconstruction.  215 jobs were created in the process.  Of the 83 structures on the campus, 50 have been renovated including all of the administration and academic buildings, two large dormitories and ten staff housing structures. Electricity and water supply have been restored.
The reconstruction teams collaborated closely with Liberia’s Environmental Protection Agency which was instrumental in identifying improvements to the original design of the water disposal systems at this campus that will ensure water quality and safety standards for residents and community members. Also, the ongoing installation of twenty solar-powered street lamps is a fine example of cost-effective use of alternative energy technology which is important for the security of those studying here.

The United States, through USAID, is contributing to every aspect of the Liberian Government’s efforts to improve the education system through a commitment averaging $20 million dollars per year. U.S. cooperation with the Ministry of Education trains and qualifies teachers in basic education and provides accelerated learning programs for those who could not attend school as children.  Over the coming year, we look forward to providing support to higher education as well.
On the infrastructure side, in addition to renovation of the Kakata and Zorzor institutes ($2.5 million each), we have helped rebuild 15 primary schools in Montserrado, Lofa, and Nimba Counties, and St. Dominic’s High School in Tubmanburg ($770,000), and the Zwedru Multilateral High School in Grand Gedeh ($400,000).  
U.S. support for infrastructure in the education sector amounts to $6.2 million since 2005.

It is my great pleasure to hand over this key to KRITTI to President Sirleaf and extend my best wishes for the success of all those who teach and study here.

