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PROGRAM BRIEF

The Liberia Energy Sector Support Program (LESSP)
Dates of Operation:  September 27, 2010 – September 26, 2014
Prime Implementing Partner:  Winrock International

Chief of Party:  Russel Brown
Geographic Focus:  National
Program Cost:  $18,962,000

Target Beneficiaries: Rural and urban communities; commercial operations

Overview
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) designed the Liberia Energy Sector Support Program (LESSP) to respond to the government of Liberia’s (GoL) priorities to create and rehabilitate energy infrastructure as an integral component of Liberia’s macroeconomic development strategy, as set forth in the GoL’s Poverty Reduction Strategy. 


Current Program
LESSP’s primary goal is to increase access to sustainable, affordable clean energy and electricity for rural and urban communities and commercial operations in Liberia. Specifically, over four years LESSP will:

· Strengthen the capacity of the Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy (MLME), supporting the Rural Renewable Energy Agency (RREA) with technical and management training

· Promote clean energy development in Liberia with four pilot hydropower and biomass electric power projects

· Support energy regulatory, policy and legislative changes that will improve the private investment climate in Liberia for clean and renewable energy development

· Strengthen the capabilities of local government, civil society and the private sector in managing, operating, monitoring and regulating renewable energy projects

· Benefit the citizens of Liberia through strengthened economic development and improved access to social services, resulting from access to electricity

Less than 10% of the population in Monrovia, and less than 2% of Liberia’s rural population have access to electricity, and the electricity generated is predominantly from imported fossil fuel and costs on average 0.50 US$/kWh.
