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STATEMENT BY USAID MISSION DIRECTOR PAMELA WHITE

OPENING OF NEW MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS COMPLEX

March 27, 2009
Protocol:
H.E. President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf

Minister Luseni Dunzo, Minister of Public Works

Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, US Ambassador to Liberia

Officials and staff of the Ministry of Public Works

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen:

This is a great occasion for the partnership between the Ministry of Public Works (MPW) and the USAID Mission to Liberia.  We celebrate the culmination of two years of work to rehabilitate, upgrade and expand the operational base of this Ministry whose work is so vital to the economic development of Liberia. 

The Ministry of Public Works is one of USAID’s main partners in the Government of Liberia. We are working on the rehabilitation of two national roads: Greenville to Buchanan and Robertsport-Medina; the rehabilitation of farm to market feeder roads, the Todee and Cestos roads, among others. We are collaborating on rehabilitation of public buildings, notably the National Elections Commission. Over the course of 2007-2008 we provided over $2 million in heavy-duty road equipment to the MPW. And with our assistance to the School of Engineering at Fendell we are laying the foundation for the next generation of Liberian engineers.

I want to acknowledge the work of USAID’s Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP), the Liberian design firm of Milton and Richards and Liberian construction firm of ECOCON. This work created 194 jobs for skilled and ordinary Liberian workers. 

However, I understand only 15 women were engaged in the effort. I hope to see those numbers climb as part of the effort to grow and strengthen this Ministry. I want to take this opportunity to challenge the Ministry to encourage and engage women engineers, drafters, and managers. Through USAID’s FORECAST project we can help train a few promising female supervisors and I encourage aspiring women to step up to the challenge. I know they are out there because 30% of the MPW workforce is female. 

And women will be great workers because roads are vital to women. Women across this country know the cost to their children of no road to school, no road to a clinic, and the cost to their sisters who died because of no road to get help in childbirth. Girls of whom only 8% finish secondary school need access to education and training - roads can help. Women farmers who can contribute to the food security of this nation need better access to markets - roads can help. So when you hire a woman worker, you are hiring a person who is passionate about roads!

This complex alone represents an investment of $2 million dollars by the American people and it is more than a collection of buildings; it represents USAID’s commitment to help strengthen Liberia’s public institutions that have a central role in the Poverty Reduction Strategy to Lift Liberia.
The significance of the cooperation between the Ministry of Public Works and the American people cannot be underestimated and for that reason we have here and I am pleased to introduce to you US Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield.

Thank you.
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