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I am pleased to be here to mark the renewal of a public institution so critical to the achievement of Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy and for economic development. 
Madam President, US Government assistance through USAID to the Ministry of Public Works (MPW) arose from your stated priorities in your first 150 days of office. So I am very happy that you are here today to mark this important milestone. 

Infrastructure is one of the greatest constraints on investment and growth.  Lack of roads constrains linkages across communities, linkages with the government.  It inhibits commerce and access to schooling and to healthcare, and is critical for farmers to get produce to market for populations to return to towns and villages they abandoned because of war and now refuse to return to because of lack of access. 
I trust the assistance we provided to the rebuilding of Liberia’s public works will be seen as a unique opportunity to lift Liberia onto the highway of progress and that awareness of the importance of maintaining and respecting public property will become part of every Liberian’s civic conscience, beginning with the hard work and example set by staff of the Ministry of Public Works. 
I want to emphasize the importance of the mission of every single employee at this Ministry today and encourage you to take pride and exhibit professionalism in your daily tasks.  I would add that it does not give us confidence to see broken down equipment on the side of the road.
I urge you to strive for excellence in management, high quality in your technical work, diligence in your maintenance responsibilities. Many of you do not work in the comfort of air-conditioned offices. You work in the hot sun and in pouring rain, but remember you are building the roads and bridges to a better future. You will have the respect and gratitude of all Liberians from the remotest villages to the capital and enjoy the benefits from helping to rebuild Liberia back better.
MPW is the face of Liberia.  The first thing a new visitors experience is your roads and first impressions are lasting.  We need to work together to improve that first impression.  (If I can be a bit selfish, Minister, when you do that initial face lift of Monrovia could you please include UN Drive on your list!  My back and my car as well as many others would be most appreciative.)  

Madam President, it is my high hope that the US Government’s contribution to strengthen the capacity of this Ministry advances the efforts of your administration to achieve the infrastructure goals set in the Poverty Reduction Strategy and articulated by the Liberian people in the Development Agendas of every County.  

Thank you.
