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STATEMENT BY USAID MISSION DIRECTOR PAMELA WHITE
GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY NATIONAL ELECTIONS COMMISSION BUILDING
April 8, 2009

We are here today not only to mark the re-building of a structure but also the ongoing consolidation of an institution. A strong, independent, objective National Elections Commission (NEC) plays an instrumental role in safeguarding democracy by strengthening and monitoring the entire electoral system, ensuring that everyone gets to play and plays by the rules, and acting as a referee when disputes arise.

After the Peace Accords, the NEC was one of the first public Liberian institutions to receive USAID assistance beginning in 2004 with preparations for the 2005 Presidential elections. Through our implementing partner, International Foundation for Electoral systems (IFES), USAID support continued four more years (2004-2008) to:

· rehabilitate the NEC’s county offices and provide motorcycles to county magistrates

· support the NEC with training and consultations as it discharged its duties related to political finance, dispute resolution, by-elections, civic education and the very important harmonization of electoral boundaries. 

· conduct a study tour for Magistrates and Assistant Magistrates to Sierra Leone and Ghana 

· provide technical assistance on draft legislation important to the NEC and fulfillment of its mandate to conduct and oversee free and fair elections from the remotest villages to the halls of power in Monrovia.

I want to take this opportunity to congratulate the NEC leadership and staff on the accomplishments and the progress made to date and for taking advantage of the opportunities USAID assistance could offer. Your job is not an easy one, you face a lot of pressure, and your constituents are not all in easy to reach places. I think you have earned a permanent home and in this place where we are today you will have it in time to celebrate the start of the new year.

USAID’s Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) engineers will work closely with a Liberian owned company that won the competitive bidding process, for the work---the aptly named Liberia Reconstruction and Development Company (LRDC). Initial designs for the building were provided by a Liberian-American firm in the US, RCT engineering and you can see the design on the display board (point). LRDC will complete the designs while beginning construction. This is a “fast track” project! Approximately 160 skilled and unskilled laborers will be involved in the project. There will be double shifts.

The building, 22,000 sq. feet of space on two levels, will accommodate offices, meeting rooms, a computer and data processing center, a resource and reference room, a media center, space for election observers and for extra personnel during the election season. Three columns in the design represent the three branches of government and remind all of the integrity, the impartiality, and the steadfastness required of any country’s national election commission.

USAID will continue to support strengthening of the electoral process in preparation for the 2011 presidential elections and we start now. I want to call on the NEC through its civic education and outreach and through its work with the political parties to encourage women in communities and counties not just to cast a vote, not just to work for candidates, but to run for office! 

Finally, I am pleased that the new home of the NEC will be rebuilt over the spot where the former headquarters of USAID Liberia stood prior to 1990 (point to block saved from old building), an abiding reminder of the strength and length of our ties---through thick and thin ---and the support from the American people to the Liberian people.

Thank you.
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