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U.S. Rehabilitates Sinoe County Administration Building
(MONROVIA) Tuesday, February 24, 2009 - The United States Government, through the Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) will on Tuesday April 24, 2009 officially hand over the rehabilitated and furnished Sinoe County Administration Building to the Government of Liberia. The Sinoe County Administration is the ninth county seat rehabilitated by USAID’s LCIP since 2005. US Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield,USAID Liberia Mission Director Ms. Pamela White, Sinoe County Senior Senator Mabuto Nyepan and Sinoe County Superintendent Sylvester Grigsby will participate in the program. The inauguration ceremonies culminate rehabilitation work that began in April 2007.

During the prolonged Liberian civil crises (1989-2003) the building was looted, vandalized and otherwise made inhabitable rendering it in need of major repairs. The rehabilitation of this structure contributes to the decentralization of government functions to the County. The Sinoe County Administration Building houses the offices of the County Superintendent, Development Superintendent, County Inspector, representatives of the Ministries of Labor, Commerce, Lands, Mines and Energy, Youth and Sports, Education, Planning and Economic Affairs, as well as the circuit court and the General Services Agency (GSA).

Liberian firm Gibbel Construction Company carried out the major rehabilitation work which included construction of roof and ceilings, supply and installation of doors, frames and windows; electrical conduits and fixtures; repair of minor cracks and plastering of damaged walls; complete rehabilitation of drainage, sewer, electrical and plumbing systems; supply and installation of burglar bars, painting of the exterior and interiors. USAID’s LCIP also added 18 additional offices, two security booths, a water tower, a generator room and the provision of furniture. In addition, USAID’s Liberia Energy Assistance Program (LEAP), installed two solar street lights at the site. 
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In Greenville, USAID’s LCIP assistance also includes the rehabilitation of the Greenville to Buchanan road, cutting travel time in half and increasing the flow of commerce, micro-enterprise development, and training for 117 apprentices in eight different trade sectors, including gold-smithing, tailoring, pastry and catering, and two-stroke engine repair, among others. USAID’s LEAP installed solar power systems in four LCIP-supported businesses, two solar-powered streetlights in the vicinity of the businesses, and two at the FJ Grant Hospital as well as the two at the County Administration Building. 
Prior to the handover of the County Administration Building, the US delegation will participate in the official opening of the USAID Land Rights and Community Forestry Project (LRCFP) Office in Greenville. LRCFP is working with communities (having an estimated total of 2000 inhabitants) in Kyapan District on a pilot project that will enable them to manage their community-owned natural resources while improving their livelihoods.

On her first visit to Sinoe County, US Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield personified the support from the American people to the people of Sinoe and urged them to actively participate in the governance of the County and wisely manage the wealth of natural resources found there for generations to come. She said “By contributing to the sustainable development of your communities across Sinoe you are making an important contribution to the development of Liberia.”
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