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ZRTTI Celebrates First Teacher Graduates Since 1989
 Zorzor, Lofa County, Liberia. June 27, 2009 - Liberia’s President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Minister of Education Jospeh Korto lauded the first post-war graduating class of pre-service elementary school teachers from Zorzor Rural Teacher Training Institute (ZRTTI) at a commencement ceremony on Saturday, June 27, 2009. The last graduating class was in 1989 and the intervening years of war totally depleted the ranks of qualified teachers at every level of the country’s education system. The commencement ceremonies at the rural teacher training institutes signify a new beginning for the graduates and for the entire education system.

At ZRTTI, 19 female and 194 males graduates from Lofa, Bong, Nimba, River Cess, and Grand Bassa counties completed a year of training, practice teaching and exams for  the “C” certificate. A week earlier, 177 graduates from Kakata and Webbo RTTIs received their certificates at a ceremony in Kakata. 

The Ministry of Education (MOE) developed an improved and updated teaching curriculum with support from USAID’s Liberia Teacher Training program (LTTP). Peace Corps Volunteers provided management support to the Administrators and staff from all three rural teacher training institutes.

The cohort of 400 new elementary school teachers represents nearly every county in Liberia and the graduates will return to grade schools in their home counties.  Students and faculty from Webbo RTTI were based this year at KRTTI while Webbo rehabilitation nears completion. KRTTI and ZRTTI were completely rehabilitated by USAID’s Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP). 

US Ambassador Linda-Thomas Greenfield noted the importance of education to Lift Liberia and hailed the historic occasion and the graduates: “The majority of the population is looking to you for guidance. What they learn and how they learn it will do more to shape Liberia’s future than any other investment made in Liberia.”

The MOE’s Rural Teacher Training Institutes with support from LTTP also offered some 1,000 teachers in-service training over the past two years. The In-Service and Pre-Service programs disseminate new national standards for teaching as well as the new curriculum and also provide teachers with improved skills and techniques to strengthen learning.
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