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United States Agency for International Development and Government of Liberia sign
Increased Annual Assistance Agreements
(MONROVIA)Thursday, December 10, 2009 –The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) amended its four Assistance Agreements with the Government of the Republic of Liberia to provide Fiscal Year 2009 funding totaling $148,724,858 to support development priorities in Liberia and demonstrating continued commitment to Liberia’s peace and prosperity.
USAID is also providing an additional $14,864,356 for projects in Liberia using other instruments outside of the agreements, bringing the Fiscal Year 2009 total of USAID funding to $163,589,214. This represents for USAID a total increase of $60 million USD over last year (FY08). The US Government’s fiscal year runs from October through September. 
Foreign Minister King-Akerele and United States Ambassador to Liberia Linda Thomas-Greenfield signed the four amended Assistance Agreements that support USAID objectives consistent with the Government of Liberia’s priorities as outlined in the Lift Liberia Poverty Reduction Strategy.  They are: 1) Governing Justly and Democratically; 2) Investing in People: Education; 3) Investing in People: Health; and 4) Promoting Equitable Economic Growth (which includes agriculture, renewable energy, infrastructure, and enterprise development).  
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf presided over the signing ceremony attended by USAID Mission Director Pamela White and Liberia’s Ministers collaborating on the agreements. Further, it is estimated in the Agreements that, subject to the availability of funds, USAID will provide an additional US$166,289,000 in Fiscal Year 2010. 
The U.S. Government is delivering more assistance to Liberia through other U.S. Government departments and agencies. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield stated that “In addition to these agreements, the U.S. Government also is providing over $55 million dollars in Fiscal Year 2009 for security sector reform and a strengthened and effective police force. Efforts to promote peace and security and efforts to promote development are mutually reinforcing and support the shared goals of our governments for a stable and prosperous Liberia. Therefore, in Fiscal Year 2009, the U.S. Government is providing nearly $220 million in funding and technical assistance to support every pillar of the Poverty Reduction Strategy.”                                 
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