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PRESS RELEASE

Buchanan Administration Building Complete

January 25, 2008

(MONROVIA) Friday, January 25, 2008 – The United States Government, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP), will on Friday, January 25, officially handover the Buchanan Administration Building to the Government of Liberia, after completing six months of rehabilitation valued at U.S.$188,994.24.

President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, US Ambassador Donald E. Booth, members of the National Legislature, Members of the Supreme Court, several senior government officials, and representatives from the international community are attending this historic event. The inauguration culminates rehabilitation work on the Buchanan Administration Building begun in August 2007. The building suffered looting and neglect during the prolonged civil crisis (1989-2003), rendering it in need of major repairs.
The rehabilitation of this structure is a major step forward in the decentralization of government activities to the leeward counties. In the past, most government  ministries and agencies were unable to establish a visible presence in some counties due to the lack of infrastructure. This facility allows government to be closer to the people it serves.


The Administration Building serves as the nerve center of local government administration. This building is going to house the local offices of the Ministries of Internal Affairs, Labor, Finance, Gender, Lands, Mines & Energy, as well as the Bureau of Immigration & Naturalization and the National Security Agency, National Bureau of Investigation, Fire Service, General Services Agency, Magistrate and Traffic courts, the Central Bank, and a media center.

The rehabilitation was carried out by a Liberian construction firm Triple “W”, and architectural design and supervision was conducted by Architectural Consultant Company (ACC). Repairs included complete construction of roof and ceilings, supply and installation of doors, frames and windows, electrical conduits and fixtures as well as repair of major cracks and plastering of damaged walls, complete rehabilitation of drainage, sewer, electrical, plumbing systems and the painting of the exterior and interior of the building. A maintenance plan is in place and line ministries will contribute to the upkeep of the 65 KVA generator provided by USAID/LCIP as part of the rehabilitation package. 
The Buchanan Administrative Building is one of five currently under rehabilitation by the LCIP and funded by USAID. Administration Buildings in Lofa, Bomi,  Sinoe and Maryland Counties will be completed over the course of 2008-2009. 
