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January 31, 2008

      PRESS RELEASE

VISIONS IN ACTION

USAID President’s Africa Education Initiative 
Books for Africa
Million Book March for Literacy in Liberia

Books for School Libraries Program

Visions in Action is currently implementing the “Million Book March for Literacy in Liberia” – a Books for School Libraries Program that is the largest single book distribution program in Liberia’s history.   Join Visions in Action and its partners at Aquila Christian Community School, in Paynesville, on GSA Road, near the Rock Crusher Company, on Thursday, January 31, 2008 at 10:00 AM, for the official launch of this project.   Guest speakers include: Rick Scott, Acting Mission Director of USAID Liberia; Hester Williams Catakaw, Deputy Minister for Education, Ministry of Education; Patrick Plonski, Executive Director, Books for Africa; and David Murphy, President, Better World Books.
Supported by a grant from the President’s African Education Initiative, administered by the United States Agency for International Development, VIA, in conjunction with our partners Books For Africa in the U.S., is distributing one million new and used books to the schools of Liberia while training teachers on school library management.  
Book Distribution

Books For Africa collects the books from publishers, schools and libraries in the U.S. and ships them to Visions in Action in Liberia.  VIA then distributes them to some 1700 school libraries throughout the country, with support of other international NGOs working in the education field. Schools in all 15 Counties will benefit from the program.

These books are being shipped from the United States to Liberia in 25 shipping containers in 2007-08. The books include a wide range of American school textbooks of all levels- primary, secondary and college- as well as dictionaries, encyclopedias, novels and general interest non-fiction books in areas such as health, business and computer science. Each primary school receives 500 books, while secondary schools receive 2000 books.  Visions in Action is working in conjunction with other international NGOs to assist in distributing the books throughout the country, including IRC, NRC, YMCA, Concern and other partners.
Library Management Workshops

Visions in Action’s two-day Library Management Workshops are being conducted in every county in Liberia in 2007-08. The workshops will be conducted 85 times over 18 months, reaching 40 teachers and librarians at a time, resulting in a total of 3400 persons trained in the basics of library management. The Library Management Workshop booklet is to be used as a reference for school librarians and teachers, as each school will receive a copy at the workshop.

For more information please contact us at:
Shaun Skelton, PhD   06-538593                
Patrick N. Cheah   06-855024, 077-235390
Country Director
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