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MEDIA ADVISORY
President Johnson-Sirleaf Dedicates Reopening of Zorzor Rural Teacher Training Institute 
(ZORZOR, LOFA COUNTY) Thursday, November 13, 2008----- The United States Government’s Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) and Liberia Teacher Training Program (LTTP) on Thursday, November 13, 2008 will formally return Zorzor Rural Teacher Training Institute (ZRTTI) to the Government of Liberia following 12 months of rehabilitation. The US Government provided the Ministry of Education a US$2 million grant for the revitalization of the complex devastated by years of conflict.
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President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, US Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, USAID Mission Director Pamela White, and Minister of Education Joseph D. Z. Korto will participate in the handover ceremony. ZRTTI Director Johnson Beyan will conduct a tour of the facility for the President and distinguished guests including members of  the Lofa County Legislative Caucus, Superintendent Galakpai Kortimai, officials and citizens of Lofa, as well as former and present students of ZRTTI to celebrate the reopening and launch of teacher training.
The institute, one of three in the country, is crucial to expanding teaching capacity and raising standards for education. The rehabilitation and the teacher training is part of the support from the American people towards fulfillment of the education priorities in the Poverty Reduction Strategy to “Lift Liberia”. In April of this year, representatives of the Government of Liberia and the US Government also celebrated the rehabilitation and start of teacher training at the Kakata Rural Teacher Training Institute. Through various USAID programs and US Presidential Initiatives, the US is contributing $20 million this year in cooperation with the Ministry of Education. Additionally, several of the first returning Peace Corps Volunteers were deployed to all Rural Teacher Training Institutes at the start of November.
With rehabilitation complete, ZRTTI, is working at full capacity to support both pre-service and in-service training of teachers. In September, the USAID- funded Liberia Teacher Training Program (LTTP) in coordination with the Ministry of Education will provide the new “C” certificate curriculum teacher training throughout Liberia, 290 in-service primary school teachers will be trained at ZRTTI immediately. In October, the institution received 310 resident students training to become class room instructors through the pre-service program.  USAID’s Liberia Teacher Training Program (LTTP) is working to support all three rural teacher training institutes in Zorzor, Kakata and Webbo.
ZRTTI is located on the outskirts of Zorzor City, Lofa County situated on 1,000 acres and consisting of 61 structures including several administrative and academic buildings, dormitories and staff quarters as well as a cafeteria and a student center. ZRTTI is Liberia’s first teacher training institute, constructed in 1960 and jointly managed by the Government of Liberia through a partnership with Tuskegee University, one of America’s top Historically-Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU). During the 14-year civil war in Liberia, the ZRTTI sustained heavy damage from bullets, cross-border shelling from Guinea, and rampant looting that stripped the campus bare. The facility was used as a displaced person’s center and the base of warring factions at various intervals during the civil crisis.
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