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MADE IN LIBERIA Trade Fair
 Robertsport December 10-12, 2009

(MONROVIA) December 9, 2009- The U.S. Government’s Agency for International Development (USAID) and partner organizations will host the 3rd Annual “MADE IN LIBERIA” Trade Fair at the Robertsport High School (RHS) in Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount County, between December 10th and 12th.  Over 500 small and micro-entrepreneurs and farmers from Liberia’s 15 counties will exhibit their products and services. The trade fair is intended to provide a practical application of business topics to build capacity and to market goods made in Liberia. 

Through the series of “MADE IN LIBERIA” Trade Fairs, USAID’s Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) aims to build the capacity of small Liberian farmers and entrepreneurs to compete, grow, and possibly even export, as well as build public awareness about the array of products and services that are and can be “MADE IN LIBERIA.” The first and second “MADE IN LIBERIA” Trade Fairs were held in 2007 in Buchanan and 2008 in Gbarnga

U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, USAID Mission Director Pamela White, Minister of Commerce Miatta Beysolow and other members of the Cabinet, Superintendent of  Grand Cape Mount Catherine Watson-Khasu, members of the County’s legislative caucus and the business community are expected to grace the opening event on December 10.   Participation by Vice-President of Liberia Joseph Boakai  and President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf in opening and closing ceremonies is to be confirmed.

USAID’s LCIP and a Liberian civil society organization, Organization for the Development of Agriculture and Farmers Related Association (ODAFARA) organized the Trade Fair to provide a practical application of business topics covered in LCIP’s various agriculture and private sector development projects...  

-more-


The “MADE IN LIBERIA” trade fair is open to the public on the afternoon of Thursday December 10th, all day Friday, December 11th, and half day on Saturday December 12th. Visitors can purchase artwork, crafts, furniture, wood work, metal work, jewelry, food products, and fresh farm produce from Liberian vendors. A directory of participating businesses in the Trade Fair will be available to wholesale and retail buyers.

Participation in the “MADE IN LIBERIA” trade fair was determined on a competitive basis. Selected businesses include participants from LCIP’s Rehabilitation of Artisans and Apprenticeship Program (RAP) and other cottage industry development activities, as well as cash food crop farming and small tree crop projects. Selection criteria included recorded sales, creative business ideas, consistent record keeping, quality of finishing detail, farm and business maintenance, business management, and accurate implementation of learned business and technical practices. 

For two days prior to the “MADE IN LIBERIA” Trade Fair, the 500 vendors will participate in advanced business development workshops. Speakers will rotate from group to group covering business development topics such as customer service, accounting, hospitality management, improved value chain, market linkages, marketing, and micro-credit. On Sunday, December 13th, trade fair participants will analyze sales results and lessons learned from the experience. 

For more information contact: A. Trokon Tarr, USAID’s LCIP Press Liaison (06 518 538).
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