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STATEMENT BY USAID ACTING MISSION DIRECTOR RICK SCOTT
FIRST PRIVATE SECTOR INTERNSHIP PROGRAM GRADUATION, 
Monrovia City Hall  August 15, 2008

It is a great pleasure to mark this important graduation day for interns and sponsoring businesses, the staff of USAID’s LCIP and the Liberian NGO 

Making Enterprises, Inc.  The success of the interns depends on their own efforts and initiative as well as the support provided by all the sponsors. 

I also want to acknowledge the assistance provided by the Ministry of Youth 

& Sports and the Ministry of Labor for recruiting the interns, acquiring police clearance and for monitoring the internships. 

20 institutions, including 17 private sector businesses, and 3 international partners implementing other USAID-funded projects, provided opportunities for internships. The Agricultural and Industrial Training Bureau (AITB) facilitated the development and field testing of trainer’s guides for various technical trade areas, including auto mechanics, plumbing, carpentry, welding, electricity, and generator maintenance.

This private sector internship program is a fine example of what public-private cooperation can do.  It contributes to Liberia’s economic growth by providing training and opportunities for young people to build their own future and contribute to the peace and development of their country. 

216 unemployed urban youth and young adults (ages 18 to 35) including 26 females participated in the internships that began 9 months ago. I want to commend the female interns, many of whom are heads of households, for taking on new roles. I know that the next round of internships will endeavor to include even more young women who will give their brothers some healthy competition!

Two-thirds of the interns were in Monrovia and one-third were placed in 25communities in 7 counties including Bomi, Margibi, Bong, Nimba, Grand Jidda, Lofa, and Maryland.  For the next program we will endeavor to increase opportunities outside Monrovia and encourage interested businesses to contact LCIP. 

Vocational skills training programs are not sustainable if there are no employment opportunities for the graduates. Therefore, the internships concentrated on practical and needed skills useful for large and small businesses in Liberia, among others, accounting, information technology, construction, engineering, auto mechanics, clerical and hospitality services.  
A very significant outcome, testifying to the value of this program and the need for more like it, and one that gives me great satisfaction to announce is that:

· 14 of the participating businesses/organizations have offered to provide employment to 90 of the interns and, 

· 10 of the participating institutions, notably, among others - Cellcom Telecommunications, Inc., Liberia Beverages & Bottling Company, Realty Management Corporation, Westwood Corporation, Liberia Construction and Maintenance Company, Salala Rubber Corporation, Africa Motors, Inc., Liberia Bank for Development & Investment, Creative Associates, and International Resources Group – have already signed employment contracts with 50 interns.  

These companies, and others like them, are the engines for Liberia’s economic development and workers like today’s graduating interns are the drivers. 

On a broader level, I would like to mention that USAID is seeking more 

public-private partnerships and is working with the Government of Liberia to smooth the road to development by improving the environment for private enterprise development and growth, reducing obstacles to productive investments, and improving opportunities for employment. 

USAID is working with all Liberians on the poverty reduction strategy to “lift Liberia” to build your own future. I extend my heartiest congratulations and best wishes for success to this graduating class of private sector interns and their business sponsors.    

   ####
	U.S. Agency for International Development

c/o US Embassy 
111 Mamba Point
Monrovia, Liberia
	Tel: +231-77054826
Fax +231-77010370



	U.S. Agency for International Development

c/o US Embassy 
111 Mamba Point
Monrovia, Liberia
	Tel: +231-77054826
Fax +231-77010370




