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Rotary Club of Monrovia, Liberia

April 4, 2008

I welcome the opportunity to meet with the members of the Rotary Club here in Liberia and tell you about the work USAID is doing.  Rotary Clubs around the world are distinguished for providing community service, humanitarian assistance, and leadership training for youth, among many other important activities. USAID shares much in common with your mission. The US Government provides assistance to the Government of Liberia in every area of cooperation related to peace and security, including contributions to UNMIL, as well as political, social and economic development. Today I will focus specifically on US Government assistance through the US Agency for International Development, USAID, and specifically those activities that impact both ordinary people and members of the business community.
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USAID’s history in Liberia is a long one dating back decades. The 14 year conflict forced a major program reduction and limited USAID’s presence. However, after the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Accords in 2003, USAID mobilized emergency relief and assistance for the Liberian people and the country’s transition to stability and peace. This aid focused on rehabilitating young ex-combatants and providing job skills in masonry, carpentry, equipment maintenance and operation, and also on mentoring and providing accelerated learning to overage youth who lost years of primary school. 

Today, USAID programs focus on four strategic areas that support the Government of Liberia’s “pillars” for development. USAID and its implementing partners are working to assist Liberia with reforming and strengthening the democratic, governance, and judicial systems, rebuilding health and education systems, and reviving communities and economic growth through agriculture, infrastructure and energy, land tenure and natural resource management. 

Currently, annual USAID assistance to Liberia approaches nearly $100 million and is an indication of the priority that our country gives to Liberian prosperity. I’m sure that many of you have seen our motto on signs around the country that proudly display contributions “From the American people to the Liberian People”. 
Please see the handouts I brought for brief descriptions of all our programs in Liberia.

I will now briefly describe our major areas of emphasis:

To improve governance, USAID builds on earlier projects to promote rule of law and strengthen democratic processes, civil society, political parties, independent media, and the judicial system. USAID committed to rehabilitating ten badly damaged or looted County Administration buildings and 8 are now complete or nearing completion. Last month we broke ground on the Lofa County Administration Building with President Sirleaf during the cabinet retreat. We supported the restoration of the Capitol building and rehabilitation of the National Election Commission building on Tubman Boulevard will soon begin. This infrastructure work uses Liberian architects and contractors.

As business people you know how critical accountability and transparency are to encouraging business development and foreign investment. Since its inception USAID has joined other donors in supporting the Governance and Economic Management Assistance Program, known by its acronym, GEMAP.

USAID support for GEMAP includes 8 experts, including four controllers, and procurement services deployed to various Government ministries and state-owned enterprises, including the National Port Authority.  GEMAP has contributed to increases in Government revenue, and to ensuring that a number of control mechanisms are in place to prevent corruption and financial mismanagement; that procurement practices are being conducted, for the most part, in accordance with the Public Procurement and Concessions Act (PPCA); and that a national mineral policy and a chain of custody transparency initiative for forestry products have been developed. GEMAP is now being examined as a model for other countries due to these accomplishments.

All USAID programs have people as the ultimate beneficiary and we invest in human development through our programs in health and education 

In health, USAID works closely with ministry and nongovernmental providers to deliver a basic package of essential health services— covering maternal and child health, malaria, reproductive health and HIV/AIDS—to underserved areas of the country. Recently I joined the Minister of Health to announce the launch of President Bush’s Malaria Initiative in Liberia that will provide over $12 million annually for three years to both prevent and treat this debilitating disease which not only affects people’s health but also costs them lost days of work and earned income.

I know that in January your Rotary Club made a significant donation of needed drugs to the JFK Hospital in Sinkor.  At the JFK complex USAID will soon begin rehabilitating the Tubman National Institute of Medical Arts (TNIMA), Liberia’s only government-run training institution for non-physician health workers. 

Major USAID investments in education give priority to teacher training and the provision of needed equipment, material and infrastructure rehabilitation such as the newly renovated rural teacher training institutes in Kakata and Zorzor. Since 2005 the accelerated learning program I talked about earlier has reached 11,000 students. 

I recently met a teenage boy named Moses who had dropped out of school, discouraged, because his lost years meant he had to attend third grade with his little sister. He completed the USAID-funded Accelerated Learning Program and is now in 7th grade. He was one of six students selected to tell President Bush about his experience and what US assistance for Liberian students meant to him. After posing for a picture with the President he told his relieved and proud father “I’m going to go to college. Nothing can stop me now”!

Finally, as businesspeople you know the economic growth and prosperity of Liberia depends on its capacity to attract private investment and generate employment and to wisely manage natural resources. USAID programs in economic growth are helping to build that capacity from the ground up in agriculture, forestry, road construction and repair, and energy.

At the community level, the USAID program focuses on the rehabilitation of smallholder tree crop farms of rubber, cocoa, and oil palm, restocking of decimated food animals with improved species, and training in business and marketing skills including micro-credit and small enterprise initiatives. USAID is also supporting construction of feeder roads and some main roads without which farmers cannot access markets and rural families cannot access health clinics and schools or local government. Current road rehabilitation projects include Buchanan-Greenville; Todee Road and completed roads in Bopolu and Foya.


Since 2005, USAID has been working with other donors to provide electricity for greater Monrovia through the emergency power program and continues this support to today which is vital to safety, education and economic growth.  On many evenings you can see young people doing homework under newly installed streetlights in areas of Krutown, Congotown, Mamba Point, and Bushrod Island.

USAID is also piloting renewable, alternative energy projects in rural settings from Robertsport to Harper, such as installation of solar panels to light health clinics and markets and providing solar lanterns to market women which allow them to sell longer hours and to have a measure of personal safety after dark. The use of renewable energy sources is enabling small businesses in and outside of Monrovia to earn income to support families and contribute to the country’s economic recovery. 

Employment and income generating capacity is a critical issue for the majority of Liberians today. And I want to tell you about two USAID-funded projects that may be of particular interest to members of the Rotary Club.  The first is a micro-enterprise and development program to provide support to existing Liberian micro-enterprises with viable growth potential while simultaneously training a target group of youth, between 18 – 35 years old, as apprentices in functioning business environments. Youth learn from on-the-job training working with the business owner, as well as formal vocational skills training provided on-site by a certified trainer. Over 90 businesses in Lofa, Bong, and Nimba are participating with over 900 apprentices.

The second project is an internship program designed to engage large and medium-sized Monrovia enterprises to provide professional internship opportunities for youth and young adults aged 18 – 35. These young people have completed formal education or vocational skills training but have no formal work experience. Participating businesses include Cellcom, LBDI, Weala Rubber Company, Westwood Construction, Liberia Bottling and Beverage, Mamba Point Hotel, Sigma, Royal Hotel, Panache, City Builders. Currently, there are 230 interns. 


As you can see from our ambitious array of programs and activities, our overall goal is nothing less than the renewal of Liberia, by and for the people of Liberia. Our approach operates on the principles of partnership, including public-private partnership, and building capacity in order for Liberians to lead their own development. 

The challenges facing Liberia are enormous and require leadership and action from government, civil society and the private sector.  Organizations such as the Rotary Club play a leading role in mobilizing civil society and the private sector for renewal in a new Liberia.  

I thank you for inviting me here today; and I wish you continued success in your individual and collective efforts to promote peace and development in Liberia.

END
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