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PROTOCOL:
· Her Excellency the President of Liberia, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
· Dr. Walter Gwenigale Minister of Health and Social Welfare 

· Dr. Wvannie Scott McDonald  General Administrator of JFK Memorial and the Director, TNIMA

· Distinguished guest and members of the press

When we gathered here in February of this year for the ground-breaking I said: “This is no ordinary rehabilitation of a building; it is the revival of an institution”. TNIMA is an institution whose mission is vital to protecting the health and quality of life of all Liberians; an institution whose graduates are vital to delivering the basic health services under the leadership of our partner the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. 
As we dedicate this impressive dormitory building, I want to congratulate the managers and staff of the Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) and their Liberian contractors: AEP consultants, for supervision, the SEEK Construction team and the 115 laborers who I know worked through some rough rainy weather.
According to our agreement, JFK Medical Center will provide electricity and water supply. I count on every one concerned to keep the dormitories and classrooms clean and to promptly fix things that break. It will be a matter of pride to live and study in a place that reflects your personal and professional high standards.  

USAID will continue our support to TNIMA and the MOHSW through USAID’s Rebuilding Basic Health Services (RBHS) program. We will turn our attention to the main task at hand: Producing well-trained registered nurses, certified mid-wives, environmental technicians, and physician’s assistants who can deliver health care wherever and whenever it is needed. 
RBHS brought in experts from Johns Hopkins University and the American College of Mid-Wives to work on pre-service and post-service training based upon the latest scientific and clinical evidence.  Instructors at TNIMA will benefit from continuing education in teaching methods, updated content in the curricula, and new educational and management standards. RBHS is also advising the MOHSW to develop national standards for the services comprising the six areas in the Basic Package of health services. 
On the other side of the walkway, RBHS has already begun work to rehabilitate and provide equipment for classrooms and laboratories, offices and a library as well as audio-visual teaching aides, computers, human practice models and reference books.  We plan on coming back next year to see the new classrooms, offices and the library.  
Finally, USAID is proud to share this assistance from the American people because we see how important each TNIMA student and graduate is to this country.  
I am told that students at TNIMA come from all 15 counties.  With more skilled graduates, working in clinics all over Liberia, women will wait to be pregnant until they are ready for such a blessing, and with skilled mid-wives, have safer deliveries. 
Right now one out of every 100 women giving birth dies. Over 1/3 of those women dying in childbirth are teenagers. Liberia is experiencing one of the highest rates of youth fertility in Africa, now at 58% of girls under 18. I am counting on you to help lower the number of young girls who give birth before their bodies are ready, putting themselves and their babies at risk. 

I am counting on you to help prevent and treat TB and HIV/AIDS, to use your training and the right medicines to treat malaria, and to stabilize patients until they reach emergency care. I am counting on you to use this building and all the assistance to TNIMA from the American people to study and to learn how to save lives.

Liberians need their health to learn and to work so to lift themselves and the country to new heights. It won’t always be easy, but I know you can do it.
Thank you.

